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ALUMNI NOTES. l6g 

The question who may abate a nuisance may depend upon whether the 
nuisance is public or private. If it is a private nuisance, he only can abate 
it who is injured by its continuance. State v. Smith, 52 Wis. 134. But in 
Burnham v. Hotchkiss, 14 Conn. 310, and other earlier cases, it is said that 
where there exists a common nuisance it may be abated by any individual. 
But the latter opinion is that this right is never intrusted to individuals in 
general without process of law and unless there is special injury the private 
citizen must leave the public injury to be redressed by the public authorities. 
Ely v. Supervisors, 36 N. J. 297 ; Brown v. Perkins, 12 Gray 89. 

Riparian Owners — Piers in New York Bay — Lateral Support — White 
v. Nassau Trust Co., 61 N. E. 168 (N. Y.).—Held, that the law of lateral 
support does not apply to a support for a pier erected on land under water. 
This is a novel position. It is based on the theory that the rules as to lateral 
support of land as it is usually owned have no application to a case such as 
this. The distinction is drawn in the nature of the substance, that land 
under water is muddy and plastic in its nature, changing with the ebb and 
flow of the tide and with anything which affects the bottom of the sea. 

Streets — Irrevocable Dedication — Plats — Land Companies. — Collins 
et al. v. Ashville Land Co., 39 S. E. 21 (N. C.).— Where land is laid off 
into numbered city lots and streets, and certain lots are sold with reference 
in the deeds to a plat thereof, such streets are irrevocably dedicated in favor 
of purchasers of the lots, ever, though no registration of the plat is made. 
Douglass, J., dissenting. 

The general rule that one purchasing a lot with reference to an unregis- 
tered plat has a right to have the adjoining street kept open for its full width 
to the nearest traveled highway is unquestioned; but whether a purchaser 
of a lot requires a right of way over every street laid down upon the 
plat, does not seem definitely settled. In support of the present case are 
Conrad v. Land Co., 126 U. S. 776; Wolfe v. Sullivan, 133 Ind. 331; Taylor 
v. Coin, 29 Gratt. (Va.) 780; In re Opening of Pearl Street, in Pa. St. 565. 

The contrary view is also well supported, Carey v. Toronto, 11 Ont. App. 
416; Mahler v. Brennder, 92 Wis. 477; Haivley v. Baltimore, 33 Md. 270; 
Pearson v. Allen, 151 Mass. 79. 

The dissenting judge strongly protests against carrying to so great lengths 
the doctrines of street dedication and shows the injustice and unfairness of 
allowing a purchaser to keep open streets which are of no value or advantage 
to him. 



ALUMNI NOTES. 

'76. — Prof. T. S. Woolsey is the acting Dean of the Law School during the 
illness of Dean Wayland. He will also act as the Faculty Financial Adviser 
to the Musical Clubs. 

'94. — Harrison J. Teller is engaged in fruit raising at Grand Junction, 
Colorado. 
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'95. — Miss Jean Lee, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Lee of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., and Frank S. Donnelly of Scranton, Pa., were married Nov. 27, 
at Miss Lee's home, 174 North Franklin street. 

'98. — E. W. Beattie, Jr., of Springfield, Mass., lately spent some time in 
Montana as attorney for the Eastern stockholders of the Basin and Bay State 
Mining Company. 

'99. — Ernest C. Simpson is practicing law in New Haven. Mr. Simpson 
also holds the position of bookkeeper at the Yale Dining Hall. 

'99. — Michael T. Downes of Wallingford has been appointed by the 

. County Commissioners of New Haven as liquor prosecuting agent for what is 

known as the horseshoe district, which includes the towns of Wallingford, 

North Haven, Hamden, Branford and Orange. Attorney Downes is also 

Prosecuting Attorney of Wallingford's borough court. 

1900. — William R. Pitkin has entered the offices of Beach & Fisher, New 
Haven, Conn. 

1901. — William L. Barnett has left the offices of Watrous & Day and has 
entered the offices of Williams & Harriman, Derby, Conn. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 

Abbot's Trial Brief. By Austin Abbott. Second edition. Rochester: The 
Lawyers Co-operative Publishing Company. 1901. 1 vol., pp. 653. 
How to get in one's legal evidence and keep out the illegal 
evidence of the adversary concerns every practicing lawyer. The aim 
of this book is to present in a simple and practical form the vari- 
ous modes by which these objects can be attained, stating the 
rules of admission and exclusion as they apply to each individual fact, and 
then illustrating with a wide and careful selection of cases. Although pri- 
marily a second edition called forth by the many valuable decisions of the last 
ten years, it has been greatly enlarged and in many particulars improved. The 
pages are over double the former number. An exceedingly important addition 
among the new chapters is one on Insanity. The subject of handwriting to 
which the attention of the general public as well as of the profession has been 
drawn by recent trials in the state of New York, has been enlarged and re- 
written, the discussion of standards of comparison and expert testimony there- 
on being particularly full and valuable. 

The roominess of the book impresses one most favorably. Books of this 
character have a fatal tendency to be a confusing sequence of statements and 
cases, but here all crowding has been studiously avoided and the thorough and 
painstaking work to be seen throughout the pages especially ori the prepara- 
tion of the cited cases make it an extremely usable book and one in which the 
facts are easily accessible. The manner of presentation of the topics is too 
well known to the profession to need description. The plan of alphabetical 
order adopted in the similar works by Abbott is followed, making the book 
itself an index. No practitioner can afford or will attempt to do without it. 



